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I was born July 5, 1881, near the present residence of

Mr. % R, Hodge, about 14 miles from Reddens Chapel, 2_milos.2:uﬁ
Duck River, in Coffee County, 7 miles from Manchester, the County
Seal, in the State of Tennessee. At the age of one year (1382),
with my father, Joseph Jefferson Smith, my mother, Martha Ann Smith, -
and ™ twyo brothers, James Brewver and S:muel Riley, ases 5 and 3
respecltively, I move:l 5 miles west of nmy birthplace above mentioned,::
and four miles northwest of Manchestér, to the farm of my grand- E

father}'H. L. Snith, whéremy youngest brother, John lienry, was

born the 11th of September, 1337, Here we lived until the middle

of 1384, when my father became afflicted with what was diagnosed as
tuberculosis of the bowels. TFather lingered in pain from this dis-
_gase till Hay 19, 1385, when he died. Tuneral and interment was

conducted at the Greene Cemetefy, near border of Coffee and Bidford
.Countiéa, 13 miles west of Ilollands Chapel, Coffee County, on the
lpartrace road. I ins{st that I con recall seeing my father's casket
resgtinz upon two chaifa in the onc big room of our home, ancd al)so

aééing m;y mother wéep at his sidc .hile he lay a corpse, but it is
yoéaible'many freqqent conversations averheard have depected tﬁe
‘natters so iiviﬁly in my mind th2t they seem real.

- It was a desolate home nur family retu ned t. af:er
fathers interment, as during the .loven months of his illness no

crops had been made, so that we had to devend upon the churit/ of

grandfather's family for a livelihood. And such charity, Aftex
in an attempt |
failing to take the tuo oldest bors from mother, sarine she s to”

o'mes and inexperienced to understand the rearing of children, the
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v administering unmered ful beatirgs upon the older boys reaulfinér_l
in blisters and blood in profuston., In the Autumn of 1886, hOIB?éE”
timely relief was afforded us by J, M. Jernigan, a farmer on Rilq_;
Creek, 4 miles north of Normondy, whose wife wans a sister of Hothkfbf
father, my great uncle by his marriage., Mr, Jernigan gave us a tibg%l

- ‘ S
room, 1log house on a steep bluff on his farm, ront free, and in 7%

sddition gave ns necessary supplies to 1ive upon, in return for what -
li§t1e #@ork the two older boys could do. fn'IBBJ our Uncle built a
small two room frame house for us, 1 mile east of his home, and '
lived there t111 the winter of 1891. The t;h older boys and myae;figgﬁ
Were nos able to render considerable aervicq; and our uncle alloqﬁ@jf"
U8 & certain field to cultivate in corn, furnishing seed, stock ind_"
implements giving us all we produced. Later however, as all four of ;{;
became large enough to work, under the same conditions as above he ok
gave us one half of all.ve produced, and afterl891 he gave us one
third of all corn, and half the wheat we pfoduced, as well as the
live stock and truck patches. In 1391 my uncle éxchanged that farn
for another a mile south on which he had built and operated a genera%
merchandise store for some years. He then in Hovemhar 1331, moved us
to a very large roomy house 190 yards north of his store,

Juring all this time we boys were sent to the disirict
public schools about three months of the four-month terms per year,
the remainder of the time being becessarily spent at ¥ork, During
the autumn of 1399, I attended the last two months of that years

term of the Tairfi-ld Academj, at Tairfield, Bidford County, ‘Yenn-

essee, living with my aunt (fathers sister) lrs, Mary Could, whose

hugband, S. fould, amed a farm, 1} miles east of the school.
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During the winter or 18991900, (Deoembor, January, February and Harnh)
I was euployed by John 1. Jernipan who owned the farm first msoutyp of  '
OUrs, moBt of thip ime being spent at his saw mill, on Jim Mei11vs
rlace, (0w} hollow) where T "off hore' lumb.r-(raullj a 200 1b, Hana'l
Job). The remalnder of this period I plored. grubbed sassafras ang
‘rimned cedar trees. In the latter part of Harah 1900, I "reaigned' ;
this vosition to join my next older brother IB&m) in the Sale of P°rt‘
Talts. Some how T nNever made good at this, and 1in part T attribute my
failure or loathing, to .y inability to withntand rough talk fromn apro-

98ed customer. 80 I ocame home in Beptamber or October 1900, and helped
gather thé vears crop of corn. Qur uncles' adopted daughter, Henrietta
Eelle\Daniél having previousl: married to #m, Greene, her distant
cou&in, 7 unele cajoled into turning the rarm bodily over to Greens,
and as '7e had had control and supervision for 8o long a time, we could
not conaia*pntl; remain on the famrm aubject to hia orders, as consider-
able 111 f- eling had already heen. engendered between Crecne and our
Tardly, In: ovenber 1900, 'othermJohnie and I moved to Tullahome, Tenn-
essee, where 1; December T secured work ﬁu assistant on one of-r. R.
Campbellts two ﬁagona, the driver being one John Hudson. The work on
this waron ccnai@tad of haulins hub and 8poke timber from cars on side
tracikes of the Hﬁéhville, Chattanooga & St. Louis Railwny +o the factory
2 distance o7 aoma-ﬁ blocks.hen material was being ahlqped, we hauled
aJimoing froa factory to cars and rough timber from cars to factary. On
Juiy io, 1901, our house was burned, but mother and Sone neighbors carr-
ied evervthing to safety? The 1st of February 1902, Set, Stevena, off the
iashville Army Rectg. Station, established g temporary station at Tulla-
hoe, 80 on Tebruary 1°th, T signified m intention or enlisting, and re
8igned » nlace at ', R, Carpbells, visited Tebruary 13th, at leys

Treaeln, and an *.e ld4th was svorn i= by Ca=ntain AJi lagkin~. a® sua
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fifth I'nrantrv, the Reotz Officer who came up from Nashville at noop
(Train No, 1) for that purpose. There were seven of us, five who haq
enlisted in Infantry, ono in Cavalry, and I enlisted for the Coast
Artillery. We left Tullahome on 0.5 that evening, made irmediate
Connections at Nashville and started rirht off for St. louls, waere we
arrived about 10 A, M., Saturda- Yebruary 15,1902. Here Eha Infontry
recruits left Us, o ing direct to San rranclscoy while the favlry
reeruit and mygelf want at 1 P. . to Jefferson Barracks, seven cr ‘
eight niles dovm the ississipsi River, er-iving there atout 2.30 »,
I« Ve went to the hcudqud%era btullding where theyr ‘cck cur record, ete.
Then they sent us to the Recruit Parracks, extrere west eﬁd cf Cazpos.
#¥ Tirst par was received waren %, 1002, Amount y6.55. Tive dollars I
sent to mother. On -arch 23rd, Sunday, 112 of us left on tcurist spec-
ial, of two sections for San “rancisco, via, Wabash rom ét. louis to
ransas “ity, and Atchison Topela and Santa Te Railwa; to San “rancisco.
wone of us xnew Jilere we were destined, dbut haq = very nleagant trin
across continent. e nud set Up a fleld range in fhu vagEnce enr wﬁerc-

in e cade corfee, waried cained nenns, otc. I was selvcted o ok

cizrye of the col:issary qnd. quarter aaster ol +thoe le~ding traun, and

hare T s:merieicad v firal and BV Taliary ap TACrLN: . T o creived at
Oniland "ole just verore noon Thursdsy | arel 27%h, . T sleat in 5 tent

Lilisc nigat mnd'contrhcteu gli~ht cuse of monsilitis, waich hes naan
‘more or less chronic with me ever since. The next morning, recruiss
Powlly, Stevens, (bLoth Tentuciiians), and 1ysel® were =zgsizned %o the
<9th, “onpany Coost Artillery, lst St. (low Captain) Jonn . Curshr,
comundisg. The 2nd. St. name was Jronk T Hines. I was drilled, with
thé other recrults, till June 1st, when the:” "turned" us for auty.
e Zilrst suard T mount.d T was selec“ed as ordarly to ¢ha ccrt::din;

? i o 7 - = % Firy, o Ty dany 1=
w2ficer of the Post, Col. J, . Teoles. T ald straish anty 411
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Hovenmber 10, 1902, when T was rpnointed a teacher of the Post litera.ry
school, being assipned to tench the primary grades, composed of men
from 12 to 35 vears old. Tis school consisted of one two hour aouuion
five days per weok, for vhich I raceivad Pifty ce te per Qay in aqg- }
kltion to my regular pay of Thirteen Dollars per rionth.’ The school *: -
closad laren 31, 1203, and after that I refﬁrnod to atfaight duty._gﬁ_
to Yiis time T nag pald close_attdntion to the study of the queﬁtiéﬁ_.
of gumaery, wiieh I continued, untll May 6-7, 1903, T stood an exaritio
With 211 tha non-com:ission 0fricers and several other priv:tes, before
2 boird of oficers uwnointed by the Department Comrander, General
acArthur. So 19th of l‘av 1903, showed I had p&saed as’ a fier Clglﬂ
Gunner, a precentage of 85.50, 85 being neceaaafy._On ary 10, 1903 X
W28 &=tniled as laborer in the Qwartermaster's store, ot 35 cents per
day in addition to regular pay. Oﬁ July 1, 1903, I started ﬁp business
college at night, tal:ing course Stenograﬁher as I now had no military
duly %o preforma, and would have corpleted Decenber alau, had my'runda
.not bicome exhausiad, necessitating - 2isslng Hovember 1603. However
I did corplete in Jonuary 1704. I devoted considerarle tirme te practicsg
and *ent in rcood ﬁpecd and filed an application at Arny lleadquarters
Joc- dz2tuiled servies. T fook a three duys leove of abscnee, Julixr 1, 1l¢C
»nd went to St. Helena, !l'apa Nouwnty, to the Rﬁmpendohls =nd ceturning
July 5th, 1904, came by Army leadquarters, and asked i< they nnd any
need ol my scrvices yet, and was advised they had wired for me already.
Cn July oin, 1 commenced active duties as a stenogravher. T shall never
Torget e stiruisle I nad the first week here, as the chief c¢lerk soame
to considar T nust know all about everything from the way he threw ratt

ers in v b28ze’ for ac'ion without any direction whaiever. dowever, I

io0lzireid and I sonn hecare good freinds, and after thc first —ocnsh 72 ¢
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1ittle trouble. on june Srd 1905 he sent me as ono member of a guargd

.
*
=
Era.
.

"ith & detachmont of insane to the Government houpital for the inl&ne
At Washington Allowing me 20 days stop over on return. We arrived lt
Vashidgtonaat at noon June dth, and I left thara over the Bouthern
Railway the evening of June 9th, Friday, arrirad at Chattanooga thﬂ o
afternoon of Saturday, the 10th, toc 1nte to oatcb ‘the last that Ibuld
¢onnect with the last train over Sundqy at nncherd on Columbis Branch-
I spentg Saturday the 10th, at the Sout ern Hotn1, in Chattanooga, and
left on Uo. one for Decherd, Sunday the llth. BtaJed at Decherd th&t

™
‘h is

nlilt. lnfg for ZFidwell at lo' clock the naxt day the 14t4, ar;ivlng lt_
A\

abont '3 or 5 2. . I left home the 23rd of June und arrived at Sah'
\

“rancisco, June 29, 1905 and reported for work June 30th. I remained
at Arry Eeadquarters ti11 Pebruary y 45 1906, the date I ‘entered the

service of the Southern Pacific Company.
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l1ittle trouble. oOp June .3rd 1906 he sent me as one member of a guard
with a detachment of insane to the Government hoapital for the in:ang -'

8t Washington allowing me 20 days stop over on return. Wa arrived lﬁ
washi

r

ngton at noon June 8th, and I left there over the Southern 3511~:f

.-';"

W&/ the evening or June 9th, Friday, arrived nt Chattancoga the u:ter-)
loon of Saturday, the 10th, too late to catch thu last train that -L”E'_

would eonne

-

¢t with the last train of the week at Decherd.on Columbig_iff
Branein 1 sient St.turday the 10th, at the Southern liotel, 1in Chatta-
nosga, and left on MNo. One for Decherd, Sunday the 11th. Stayved at o
Decherd thnt night, left for Bidwell at lo* clook the next day the 12th
arriving at about 4 or 5 p e I intended remaining sore time, but I :
¢culd not stand the extreme heat, so I left for the West June 23rd. T
arrived at Chattanooga that evening and spent the night there.The next
morning at 5-30 I atarted for New Orleans over the Queen and creacent
Route. I reached liew Orleans at 8-30 the 24ﬁh where I spent the night,
a2t 11-55 June 25%th, (Sunday) T left New Orleans on Yo. 9, reached San
Francisco at 11-40 June 29th. Iwent to work at my desk June 30th, but

as v eves had become infected by the alkali dust, I was in noor con-

ditioen for work. COn AMirust I was aent to the Ceneral Hoavital at the

PO G IO W —r——— e
cor treatment, being discharged T

“hronic
c.” Vv case was diagnosed “O

to dut:r at ny desk. ¥y

yhhan T returned 2

Dresiuo,

gransulary conjunctivitisn.

On hruarﬁ 7, 1906, I secured employment with the Southern
r 3 L

for ”r.ii. A.
1c Nermany as 8% enogranhier at 275.00 per month
".'J-rc]_

Auditor's office. low Auditor's Secretary, and appllied
u J ke .

rge from the Army on that seme date. I secur-
o

Crimcell of the

for and reccived my discha

e V‘ 4 0'1

| T X . - - " n to 34[ comm'-dlx“ tlle L t Of "al 11
L L 2 2 cacr c ‘{ U.nB E 0 11 3 D Jpa'r uI'.’an
b (“.,I'ﬂl B o d l 1]

?300000- On Ap[‘il 2' 1906, nri:l‘ﬂell

“ormia racistéad tha nurchas. nrice,
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quake, April 18th, after the fire, our orficeﬂ were r"'tablished ﬁ§(¥'

18th Street and Telegraph Avenue, Oakland, where I r0p°ft9d APfil %?th
and received orders to return Monday the 30th "On Septembﬁf 1't 1906

,;.r

the Auditor's Office was moved to the Albanj Hotel Building‘ On'°ct9ber

ARRLTE
1st, A. D. leDonald, (now Audi tor) thun chiuf Clerk to Auditor”?y&;:?ﬁ

. =, '-F

-y

aﬂ-#”‘u

o ﬁ.{ rz;.i' W‘F 1?--‘-‘

assigmed the duty of organizing an ;céounting':YBtem fOF a ﬁuﬁﬁ

- e : w& L s % ‘ uﬁrfﬁ n'* .r- E“‘;f'"“‘_ ; -‘i_-_-:;.f..'
s:all railroad, uteamship and* oomm&reli& %dgﬁﬂﬁioﬂf_ ra.iaggéi &

: 5}“* ;_, ’#un ;i”"&-::-"u ;‘f,._:_%.b‘s (_,‘ __',"--._ ¥ ‘_-':1- _ﬂg‘.?:
.a8 file clerk. In October ur., McDongldﬂsﬂ  ze. oy first 1ncreas§,

o | A

C115 me Tron $75.00 to 80 00 per montﬁ.fOn'g?5UG?Y’7 1907 thefigiftar

A iads . ;_»- s i ’T‘ -

Officewas wowed to the Flood Luilding In Pabruazy 1907 Fr. rhnonald_

October 2nd, 1907. On February 20, 1908 TIf ;ﬁ*ﬁbpointed Secref#f?—iaé'

7. 2. Ihrran, Assistant Auditor. In Apri f

Jaﬂuhny 1910 he rave nie $120.00.
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