
I was born July 5, 1381, near the present residence. of

Mr. *? R. Hodge, about 1t miles from Reddens Chapel, 2 miles 1eom

Duck River, in Coffee County, 7 miles from Manchester, the Count

Seat, in the state of Tennessee. At the age of one year (1382),

with my father, Joseph Jefferson Smith, my mother, Martha Ann Smith,

and m: two brothers, James Brewer and Smuel Rilej, ages 5 and 1

respectively, I moved 6 miles west of my birthplace above mentioned,

and four miles northwest of Manchestér, to the farm of my grand-

father, H. I. Smith, wheremy youngest brother, John Henry, was
born the l1th of September, 1383. Here ve lived until the middle

of 1384, when my father became afflicted with what was diagnosed as

tuberculosis of the bowels. Father lingered in pain from this dis-.

ease till May 19, 1385, when he died. Tuneral and interment was

conducted at the Greene Cemetery, near border of Coffee and Bidford

Counties, 17 miles west of Hollands Chapel, Coffee County, on the

Vartrace road. I insist that I can recall seeing my father'e casket

resting upon two chairs in the one big room of our home, and also

seeing my mother weep at his side 1.lle he lay a corpse, but it is

possible many frequent conversations averheard have depected the

natters so tividly in my mind that they seem real.

It was a desolate home rer family returned to after

fathers interment, as during the Leven monthe of his illness no

crops had been made, so that we had to depend upon the churity of

grandlather's family for a livelihood. And such charity. Afte:
in an attempt

failing to take the two oldest boys from mother, saying she ras to"

one and inexperienced to understand the rearing of children, the
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whole family made conditions as disagreeable as possible for mother

D! administering unmerodful beatings upon the older boys resulting

in blisters and blood in profusion. In the Autunn of 1886, however,

timely rellet was afforded us by J. 4. Jernigan, & farner on Rileys

Creek, 4 miles north of Normondy, whose wite was a sister of Mothere

father, my great uncle by his marriage. Mr. Jernigan gave us & two

roor, 1og house on a steep bluff on his farm, rent free, and in

addition gave 1s necessary supplies to live apon, in return for what

little work the two older boys could do. In 1383 our Uncle built &

smal1 tien room frame houge for us, 1 mile east of his home, and we

lived there till the winter of 1891. The two older boys and myself

were now able to render considerable service, and our uncle allowed

us a certain field to cultivate in corn, furnishing seed, stock and

implements giving us all we produced. Later however, as all four of

became large enough to work, under the same conditions as above he

gave us one half of all ve produced, and after1891 he gave us one

third of all corn, and half the wheat we produced, as tell as the

live stock and trick patches. In 1891 my uncle exchanged that farm

for another a mile south on vhich he had built and operated & general

merchandise store for some years. He then in November 1391, moved us

to a very large roomy house 100 yards north of his store.

Juring all this time ve boys were sent to the district

public schools about three months of the four-month terms per year,

the remainder of the time being becessarily spent at work. During

the autumn of 1399, I attended the last two months of that years

term of the Fairfield Academy, at Fairfield, Bidford County, lenn-

essee, living with my aunt (fathers sister) Irs. Mary Could, whose

hugband, S. Could, a med a farm, lt miles east of the school.
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During the winter of 1899-1900, (December, January, February and March)
I was employed by

John 1, Jernigan who owned the farm first south of

ours,  most of  th is t ime being spent at  h is saw mi l l ,  on J im Hel l 's

place, (Owl hollow) where I "off bore" lumber-(really a 200 1b. Hans"

Job). The remainder of this period I plowed, grubbed sassafras and

tr imed cedar trees. In the lat ter part  of  Maron 1900, I  "resigned»

this posi t ion to jo in my next older brother (8am) in the Sale of  Port-
r a i t s :

Some how I never made good at this, and in part I attribute my

Iz i lu re  o f  loa th ing ,  to  i y  inab i l i t y  to  w i ths tand rough ta lk  f rom apro-

osed customer. So I came home in Septerber or October 1900, and helped

gather the years crop of corn. Our uncles' adopted daughter, Henrietta

Belle Daniel, having previousl! married to m. Greene, her distant

cousin, my uncle cajoled into turning the farm bodily over to Greene,

and as i7e had had control and supervision for so long a time, we could

not consistently remain on the farm subject to his orders, as consider-

able ill feeling had already been engendered between Creene and our

family. In November 1900, lothermJohnie and I moved to Tullahome, Tenn-

essee, where in December I secured work as assistant on one of i. R.

Campbell's two wagons, the driver being one John Hudson. The work on

this varon consisted of hauling hub and spoke timber from cars on side

tracke of the Nashvil le, Chattanooga & St. Louis Railway to the factory

a. distance of some 6 blocks. When material was being shipped, we hauled

suin ing f ro  factory  to  cars and rough t imber  f rom cars to  factary .  On

July 10, 1901, our house was burned, but mother and some neighbors carr-

ied everything to safety? The Ist of February 1902, Set. Stevena, of the

Nashvil le Army Rectg. Station, established a temporary station at Tulla-

hoine,  so on Debruary l i th,  I  s igni f ied m. intent ion of  enl ist ing,  and re

s igned p lace a t  " .  R.  Carphe l ls ,  v is i ted  February  13th ,  u t  F i le rg

Cree, and on tae 14th was srom in by Cantain All. lackin~. no the
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Fifth Infantry, the Rectg Officer who came up frora Nashville at noon

(Train No. 1) for that purpose. There were seven of us, f ire who had

enl is ted in Infantry,  one in Cavalry,  and I  enl is ted for  the Coast

Artil lery. We left Iullahome on Mo.5 that evening, made 1rmediate

connect ions at  lashvi l le and started r ight  of f  for  St .  Louis,  v inere ne

arrived about 10 A.M., Saturda February 15,1902. Here the Infantry

recru i ts  le f t  us ,  f ing  d i rec t  to  San Franc isco ,  wh i le  the  Cars i ry

rec ru i t  and  myse l f  wen t  a t  I  ! . .  to  je f fe rson  Bar racks ,  se ren  c r

e i g h t  r i l e s  c o  t h e  i s s i s s i p i  R i v e r ,  a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  a b o u t  2 . 3 0 ? .

I. We went to the headquaters building where they took our record, etc.
Then they sent us to

. the Recruit Barracks, extreme west end cf Campos.

ly f irst pay was received Warch 3, 1002, Amount 46.56. Zive dollars I

sent  to mother.  On arch 23rd,  Sundan, 112 of  us lef t  on tour is t  spec-

lal ,  of  two sect ions for San Francisco, v ia,  Wabash from St.  louis to

Kansas City, and Atchison Copela and Santa Be Railvay to San Prancisco.

one of us inew mere we were dest ined, but had a very pleasant tr i?
across continent. We hadset  up a f ie ld range in the barence car where-

in re nade coffe, warned carned heans, etc. I  was selocted ta cake

cha rco  o f  t he  co i ssa ry  nd .  a r tu r  mas te r  o f  t he  l end ing  t ro in ,  and

h e r e  i  e x p e r i e n c e d  a y  f i r s t  e r d  e v e r :  a l t e r  a u t h o r i t e  e r r i v e d  2 s

On land  o le  j us t  beco re  noon  S i r sday  a rch  27 th , .  I  s l ep t  i n  a  ten t

that  n ight  mi  cont r  c teu s l ich t  case o f  mons i l i  i s ,  we ich h is  been

more or less chronic vi th me ever since. The next morning, recr1's

Powl%, Stevens, (both rentuctians), and nyself wereassigned to the

29 th ,  "o rga ry  Goos t  A r t i l l e r y ,  I s t  S t .  Cow Cap ta in )  Jonn .  u rphy ,

commanding. The 2nd. St. name was Irank I. Hines. I was dril led, with

the  o the r  rec ru i t s ,  t i l l  June  l s t ,  when  the  " tu rned"  us  fo r  du ty .

The 2irst guard I mountd I was selected as orderly to the commanding

d e l i c e r  o f  t h e  p o s t ,  o 1 .  J .  "  P o l e s .  :  a l d  s t r a i n h i  d u t y  ' 1 1 1
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Hovenber 10, 1902, when I was uppointed a teacher of the Post literary

school, being assigned to teach the primary grades, composed of men

Tron 19 to 35 years old. Thie school consisted of one two hour session

five days per wook, for which I recelved Fifty cente per day in add-

Ition to my regular pay of thirteen Dollars per month. Ine school

closed larch 31, 1903, and after that I returned to straight duty. Up

to tils time I had paid close attention to the study of the question

of mannery, which I continued, until May 6-7, 1903, I stood an ezaritio
with 211 the non-comission Ofricers and several other privates, before

a board of ofticers unnointod by the Department Comrander, General

acirthur. So 19th of lay 1903, showed I had passed as a first class

sunner, 2 precentage of 86.50, 85 being necessary. On Lay 10, 1503 I

was detailed is laborer in the Qwartermaster's store, at 35 cents per

day in addition to regular pay. On July 1, 1903, ? started to business

college at night, taring course Stenographer as I now had no military

dul to preforn, and would hive completed December 31st, had my funds

not become exhausted, necessitating my missing lovember 1903. However

I did corplete in Junuary 1004. I devoted consideranle time to prectica

and kept in good speed and filed an application at Army Headquarters

For det lied service. I took a three duys leave of absenee, July 1, 19C

and went to St. Helena; lapa County, to the Rampendohls and roturning

July 5th, 2904, come by Army Headquarters, and asked if they had any

need or my services yet, and was advised they had wired for me already.

On July oth, I commenced active duties as a stenogranher. I shall never

Iorget the struple I had the first week here, as the chief clerk seeme

to consider I must know all about everything from the way he threw matt

ers in my basket, for notion without any direction whatever, however, "*

olzneid and I soon became good freinde, and after the first mouth me r
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little trouble. On June 3rd 1905 he sent me as one member of a guard

with a detachment of insane to the Goternment hoapital for the insane

at Washington allowing me 20 daye stop over on return. We arrived at

Washtastonant at noon June ath, and I left there over the Southern

Railvay the evening of June 9th, Friday, arrived at Chattanooga the
afternoon of

Saturday, the 10th, too late to catch the last that would

connect with the last train over Sunday at Decherd on Columbia Branch.

I spent Saturday the 10th, at the Southern Hotol, in Chattanooga, and

left on lo. one for Decherd, Sunday the 11th. Stayed at Decherd that

night, left for Bidwell at 1o 'clock the next daythe  la th ,  a r r i v ing  a t

about 4 or 5 a.m. I left home the 23rd of June and arrived at San

t'rancisco, June 29, 1905 and reported for work June 30th. I remained

at Army ileadquarters till February 7, 1906, the date I, entered the

service of the Southern Pacific Company.
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little trouble. On June. 3rd 1905 he sent me as one member of a guard

with a detachment of insane to the Government hoapital for the insane

al Washington allowing me 20 days stop over on return. We arrived at

Washington at noon June 8th, and I left there over the Southern Rail-

way the evening of June 9th, Ir iday, arrived at Chattanooga the after-

noon of  Saturday,  the 10th,  too late to catch the last  t ra in that

would connect with the last train of the week at Decherd on Columbia

Branci l  I  s ient  Scturday the 10th,  at  the Southern lote l ,  in  chat ta-

nooga, and left on lo. One for Decherd, Sunday the 11th. Stayed at

Decherd that  n ight ,  le f t  for  Bidwel l  at  lo 'c lock the next  day the 12th,

arr iv ing at  about 4 or  5 P. l .  I  in tended remaining some t ime, but  I

cruld not stand the extreme heat,  so I  lef t  for the West June 23rd. I

arrived at Chattanooga that evening and spent the night there.The next

morning at 5-30 I started for New Orleans over the Queen and Crescent.

Route. I reached liew Orleans at 8-30 the 24th, where I spent the night,

at 11-55 June 25th, (Sunday) I left New Orleans on No. 9, reached San

Francisco at 11-40 June 20th. Ivent to work at my desk June 30th, but

as a eyes hed become infected hy the alkal i  dust, I  was in poor con-

dit ion for work. Cn August I  was sent  to the General  Hospi ta l  at  the
Presino,  for  t reatment,  being discharged Trom enem

when I returned to duty at my desk. Wy case was diagnosed "Chronic

granu lary  con junc t iv i t i s " .

On Zebruary 7, 1906, I secured employment with the Southern

Pacific Comany as stenographer at $75.00 per month for tr. W. A.

Grímel l  of  the Audi tor 's  of f ice.  How Audi tor 's  Secretary,  and appl ied

for and roceived my discharge from the Army on that same date. I secur-

ed my discharge under the "purchase Account" in the Army Regulations, w

but reneral rederick unston, then commanding the Department of Calif-

omi? rar i led  the purchas pr ice ,  $90.00.  On Apr i l  2 ,  1906,  Gr immel l
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and I were removed from the Merchants Exchange Building to Fourth and

Townsend Streeta, where we were stll l located at the time of the sarth-

quake, Apr i l  18th,  af ter the f i re,  our of f ices were reestabl ished

18th Street and Telegraph Avenue, Oakland, where I reported April 25th,

and received orders to return Monday the 30th. On September 2st, 2906

the Auditor's Office was moved to the Albany Hotel Building. On October

1st, A.D. MCDonald, (now Auditor) then Chief Clerk to Auditor, Tee

assigned the duty of organizing an accounting system for a number 51

suall railroad, steamship and commercial coupanies, and hele cook herozer

as file clerk. In October Mr. McDonald gave me my first inorease advan-

cing me Iron $75.00 to 80:00 per month. On January 7, 1907,"the Auditor

Officewas moved to the Flood Building. In February 1907, Mr. KoDonald

incretsed my salary to $85.00. In September 1907 my salary was inecease

to 90.00. On October 1st I secured leave of Bbsence, and was married on

october 2nd, 1907. On February 20, 1908, I was appointed Secretary to

#. I.  Ingram, Assistant Auditor. In Apri l  1908, Kir. Ingram raised my

salary to $100.00. In January 1909 he advaneed me to $110.00, and in

January 1910 he gave me $120.00
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chance I had wanted. So t
ca l l ed  on  h im  and  had  a

t r o v e r  w i t h
g r o u n d r o l l e d  u p  i n
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he aspecero of the army

w e r e  a l w a y s e  a n
e l l i n g  t o  a

s e e s  i s  n e t o  n e i t h e r e n

t a g e  m y  c h a n g e  t e l e g a n

it was agamet it, erpeciallMather ?????????????
That didnt heep me a l ib.
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senh west  wi th a t ra in laa.
f  rec rucks ,  p resumab le
enroute  to  the Pre lypane
B u t  o n  a r r e n a l  h e r e  t h e
C o a s t  A r t e t r y  r e a r n i n
w e r e  o u t  o u t  a n d

assigned to artillery Compan
in  the  Pread io  here .  "Josh.

f e d  m e  s t i l  t u t t e r .  e  d r i l l

1  ? ? ?  o f f
h e  c a n n o n  e ??????
the spreng and dr i l l ing
a n d  y o u ,  t h e  p u t  g a s

tha t  summer  e  too r
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g u n n e r y  a n d  w a s  t h e
on ly  p r i va te  who  po r r i d



a s  a  f i r a t  C a s e  J u m e r
$ 2 °  m o r e  a  m o r c h :  e n
1903 e  go l  a  spende du

l a b o r e r  i n  t h e
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k i n g  d a t h i n g  a u d
e g  u o m e n t ,  i l e ,  a n d  w a
e x c u a d  f r o m  a u  d u t i

e x c e p t  a n u r r i n g  r e n i l e
a n d  r i t r e a t ,  a n d  o s s  s e

e s t r a  p e r  d a y
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So the Company Commende
g a r e  m e  p e r m a n i o n  o
g o  l a  b u s i n e s s  c a l l e g e
i n  t a n  f r a n c i a c o  a l  m i g
Ht was 4 Inghto a week m
h e  t u i t i o n  w a r # 4 °  a  m o n

Hi r  2  coned pey !  e  toak  a
Courae in  S tenography  a
t y p e w s i t i n gF a r u n a  c o m p t e t d  m y
couree, the Commonding Jene

of the Armin the arat, Fame



Frederick funion, detache
m e  f r o m  d u l y  w i c h  s

a n d  t r a u
n e  d o w n  t o w n  a s  h i
stenografaber. I then w
c in i l ian  a lo thes and a
quen $31 for payero jo
r o o m  a n d  t o

sened t12 out of it.
My three-year enli lme

was due to expire 7ek 13,
1905. Jeneral Fundton told
me he thought s needed
m a r e  t h a n 8 monies of
experience before facingthe cold wored, and that
i f  s  w o n d r e e n l i s h  h e .
wor ld  keep me a  year
and then apprane my
application for descherge

w o u l d  c o n e r .
E f f e c u e  7 e a  t ,  1 9 0 6 ,  a

L i z E r  l e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n
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renund no. of ei ther th
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s u l u m n .

On Ri ley crue there
y he har l isigns are an approach. in

t h e r e ,  a u t u m n  r e a l l y
ar r ines .  you  hame the
Changing colors of the jolia

n a l u ed and de
a l m o s p h e r e  t,?????

say o f  warmck ever  the
w a d e  a n d  f i e l d s ,  a n d

f r o m  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  t h e
r e m i n d e r  o f  m a t t e r



nature test  in  aunt
she has performed her
seef-allated tack for thi

Ler and it only renteryau to harnest what
has produce for mankin

and thetame, the persimmon

groundhogs, coons and

the  fo rmat ions  o f  w i ld
g e r  s t r e a k i n g  f u r t h e r  d i
south,  the prat racte
mut ing  and the  ca l l in
1  mourne rs  and  the

Sen t inge  ce r ta in  l oomen



o f  r e l i g i o n  o r  a  p i a
fac senile thereof, the i
d a y  f r i g e  o f  a n  e t e
Y  t h a t  w e .d a n e  l a b o r???????
m e t  a t  s c h o o l  a g a
cE airo nabiced a

mathers  a t  abou t  th i s
time of the year begenning

a n i t  o u r  s t r i p e d  y o
neckings which wire the
pererurners of new broga

a  c r y  h e  d y i n g  b e
catch the frock for wit

r u n  o u r  b a r e  f u t
th rough her  word  he
proteins pers and hesus
and shelling them -how

ur hated that tarki-hank
bumpk ins  fo r  the  da
fartemini hop and s belien



o ld  P ied  the  cow,  pu l l i
fo rder -and e Chink.  we
C a t h e  d o g  a n y  a r
becane we were  Mad in
d a g o  l i n e r

As you can sue from
he foregaing recital Get
such smal l  s ign as ve
have here of the coming

-- Autumn have a strong

There in the midst of
Cutamins splendor e toula
z0 danht he speechleer. ter



u n d  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o r
h e  e t e r n a l  w o r k i n g s
n a t u r e .  A n d  e  w i s h

w e r e  p r a c t i c a b l e  f o r  m e
to he there th is very autum

i f  e  l o u  a u t u m
o n  K l i s  C r e e k  s o  m u c h

I  d o n t  m i s i t  t h e r e  i n  t h e
a u t u m n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e
s n o r i c h  o f  f u n e .  I f  e  d i s
t h a t ,  l o a k  w h a t  e  w o r e d
l e  m i s s i n g  o f  s p r i n g  a n
s u m m e r !  N o ,  e  c o r e d n t
d o  i t .

asked why, if s so lone
b a t h  a u l u m n  a n d  f u n
on Ri leys Creek,  genero n  R e o  C r e e k ,  9  e n e r
l e f t  t h e  p l a c e  o r  d a n t
go back there now and sta

This is all of the notes Dad had in his possesun.

2y?


